SECTION II 


TO : LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL 

FROM: 

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL 

Office* of General Counsel 


1. We see no CIA interest In the proposed bill and action by the 
legislative Counsel is believed unnecessary. 

2. The bill would protect the right of individuals to petition or 
communicate with Congress or Members thereof "unless the informs' . Lon 
furnished is in violation of Federal law, or in violation of Federal 
regulations necessary to the security and safety of the United Slates," 

It is believed the quoted language does not conflict with the require- 
ments we now impose which prevent personnel from transmitting classified 
Agency information outside the Agency. The exception also is perfectly 
consistent with the provision of paragraph 6 of our Secrecy Agreement of 
l6 July 1955 which states that to carry any grievances or complaints 
ourside the Agency "will be considered a violation of the undertaking’ 
not to disclose classified infoimation relating to the Agency. 

3- For information, the provision which would he repealed V 
Section 2(a) of the bill protects the right of members of the Ara»d Forces 
to communicate with members of Congress "unless such comauni cation is In 
violation of law, or in violation of regulations necessary to the security 
and safety of the United States." The provision repealed by Section 2{b> 
reads : 

"The right of persons employed in the civil service of the Utited 
States, either individually or collectively, to petition Congress, or any 
Member thereof, or to furnish information to either House of Congress , or 
to any committee or member thereof, shall not be denied or interfered with. 
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